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rated amongst the zealous followers of All, the
class denominated Sheahs,

The Mussulmaun people, I must here ob-
serve, are divided into two distinct sects, viz,
the Sheahs and the Soonies. The former believe
Ali and his descendants were the lawful leaders
after Mahumud; the latter are persuaded that
the Caliphas, as Aboubuker, Omir, &c. were
the leaders to be accredited "lawful;" but of
this I shall speak more fully in another Letter.

Perhaps the violence of party spirit may have
acted as an inducement to the Sheahs, for the
zealous annual observance of this period, so in-
teresting to that sect; whatever the motive, we
very often find the two sects hoard up their
private animosities and dislikes until the return
of Mahurrum, which scarcely ever passes over,
in any extensively populated city of Hindoos-
taun, without a serious quarrel, often termi-
nating in bloodshed,

I could have given a more lengthened account
of the events which lead to the solemnization
of this fast, but I believe the present is sufficient